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is a fruit that grows upon deeply tilled soil. Idlers
should be pitied. Their dissatisfaction with life
flows from their inaction, and this dissatisfaction
develops into diseases which result from laziness.
Society should treat idlers as Ulysses dealt with
his unfortunate companions, the lotus-eaters.
"He took them by force to the ships, in spite of
their tears, and fastened them to the rowers'
benches. And, seated in ranks, they struck with
their oars the foaming sea."

IV. Labour, provided it is never abandoned,
leads to everything. Talent is only the fruit of
perseverance. So everybody can have talent on
condition of desiring it energetically and intelli-
gently. According to Buffon, genius itself is
only long-continued patience. Doubtless this
statement is erroneous. There is something in
genius which escapes our efforts and our will.
We may console ourselves, however, by thinking
that mankind owes far more to the persevering
labour of the great and small talents, than to those
rare meteors that have illumined, for very brief
moments, the sky of its history. After all, many
of the beneficent forces which we baptise with the
name of genius were only great talents. But
genius, like talent, cannot dispense with labour.
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